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Nature; that by bringing everything within a mechanical system, we knock the very soul out of life and Nature. I am little interested to meet this criticism, which, indeed, has no reference to the subject of the present work. I have been endeavouring to show that the doctrine is true; and in so far, it is a matter of indifference to me whether it is narrow and unsatisfying or not. That is a question of altogether different character, to be argued on totally different principles. I fail to see the slightest grain of accuracy in the criticism, however. We know what life is, with its art, its morality, its beauty and ugliness, its goodness and badness. All these things are just the same in fact, whatever may be the theories which we form of them. Nature is just the same Nature, whether our theories of it are materialistic or spiritualistic; and the purpose of my theory is not to satisfy the emotions but to state the truth. There are a certain number who used to think that Man is degraded by his descent from apes. Why they should think so is a puzzle to those whose minds are philosophically orientated, for the nature of Man is exactly the same whatever our theory may be. He is just the same man, whether he is descended from apes or gods. So, too. Nature is not altered a particle by the discovery that it is organized into a materialistic scheme.
Others, again, are distressed because materialism offers them no prospect of a future life. This, again, if it is a fault, is the fault of Nature and not of the philosopher who describes Nature. But there seems nothing so very terrible about it, to one who looks at the facts calmly. The emotion of fear of death has been developed by Natural Selection; for without it no advanced species could continue to exist. Death at all. events extinguishes that emotion in common with the rest. But, as it happens, we are partially dying from the day we were born. I do not allude to the fact that the matter of which our bodies are composed is continually changing, so that after a year or two we are composed of altogether different material substance; I refer